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Note of last Councillors' Forum meeting
	Title:


	Councillors' Forum

	Date:


	Thursday 12 March 2020

	Venue:
	Westminster Room, 8th Floor, 18 Smith Square, London, SW1P 3HZ

	
	


Attendance
An attendance list is attached as Appendix A to this note
	Item
	Decisions and actions


<AI1>

	1  
	Chairman's Welcome

Nick Forbes welcome members to the meeting, and celebrated the work that Local Government has been doing in preparing for the Coronavirus and the long-term public health strategy that is already in place across the UK. 

	


</AI1>

<AI2>

	2  
	Panel on Coronavirus - (COVID-19)

Cllr Ian Hudspeth introduced the panel to Councillors’ Forum.

Duncan Selbie, Public Health England, stressed the importance of supporting communities through public health issues and that local government was best placed to do this. Guidance can only go so far, and will only make a difference with the local knowledge that comes from councils.

Professor Paul Johnstone, Public Health England, gave a presentation on COVID-19, highlighting the following points:

· While the WHO has declared a Pandemic, the UK is still carrying on with its current plan of contain and research but is ready to deploy the next stage of Delay and Mitigation.

· As this is a brand-new virus, Public Health England is pleased to see the Government letting science dictate policy that the UK is adopting.

· Local authorities should be considering what the recovery phase will look like for their communities and be working together with partners.

Members made the following comments:

· What guidance is there on the local elections 2020 during COVID-19 and should they go ahead in the current climate? The impact of campaigning around the general election could see political party activists spreading the virus 

· Better guidance needs to be considered for school children. Schools are rolling out increasing different plans. 

· The recovery rate should be published along with any other date, as it would be helpful for the public to understand that the measures are working.

· Independent care providers need greater guidance around supporting vulnerable service users in communities 

· The voluntary sector has a big impact with those who suffering from social isolation, what guidance will there be for them as we move towards a lockdown.

· Local Government and National Government need to agree funding before any lockdown plans are agreed because local government cannot afford to take on new responsibilities without confirmed funding. 

· With Easter around the corner, better guidance needs to be given for public events and tourism.

The Panel responded:

· The UK are very far away from the projections needed to consider putting off the elections. While large public gatherings need to be thought about, it is too far away to plan to stop the elections. Advice will be coming for mass gatherings and it will be underpinned by the best behavioural science 

· The economic impact of isolation has been considered and the guidance has tried to balance this around practical support.

· The recovery rate will soon be published, but the data has to wait due to recovery time being a minimum of 14 days.

· Local government has been sharing its early practices with PHE, which has been very beneficial to the developing the national roll out of guidance.

· The voluntary sector will be critical in the recovery stage, and local government is best placed to support these groups.

· PHE is very clear that schools should take the most up to date advice, to ensure that all actions in this time as most safe. Local conversations are important in deciding what is best for their own school. Schools should only close if PHE advises.

Duncan Selbie thanked local government for all the hard work so far, but now was the time for local government to really pull together as a sector and show just how well communities will be supported.

Decision

Members noted the presentation
	


</AI2>

<AI3>

	 
	
	


</AI3>

<AI4>

	3 
	Chairman's Update

Nick Forbes as members to note the chairman’s report.

Decision

Members noted the update.

	


</AI4>

<AI5>

</AI5>

<AI6>

</AI6>

<AI7>

</AI7>

<AI8>

</AI8>

<AI9>

</AI9>

<AI10>

</AI10>

<AI11>

</AI11>

<AI12>

</AI12>

<AI13>

</AI13>

<AI14>

	4 
	LGA Board Chair Reports

Environment, Economy, Housing and Transport

Board - Cllr David Renard

· We briefed on the debate on technological and lifestyle efforts to address climate change and to meet the 2050 net zero carbon emissions target in the House of Lords.

Improvement and Innovation Board - Cllr Peter

Fleming OBE

· To help ensure our highly-valued Sector-led Improvement (SLI) approach continues to make a positive difference to councils, the board has commissioned Shared Intelligence to conduct an independent evaluation of the offer. Closely coordinated with this, we are also conducting a ‘stocktake’ of the peer challenge programme.

People and Places Board - Cllr Kevin Bentley

· The LGA will host the first meeting of the Devolution Task and Finish Group which I will be co-chairing along with the Chair of the City Regions Board. This group will play a key role in informing the LGA’s policy development in advance of the English Devolution White Paper.

· The LGA continues to lobby Government for the UK Shared Prosperity Fund (UKSPF) to be a localised, place based domestic replacement for EU funding. It is a key priority in the LGA’s Budget Submission. Our principles for the UKSPF were reviewed by People and Places Lead Members and refreshed principles will be presented at the March People and Places Board.

· Youth Participation: Sector Roundtable in January 2020 engaged with lead employment and skills officers to better understand the issues and explore potential solutions in this area. This was the first in a series of engagement events and the findings from these will inform the final report in the Summer

Safer and Stronger Communities Board – Cllr Simon Blackburn

· The board responded to Ministry of Justice figures showing that the number of knife crime offences dealt with by the criminal justice system in England and Wales in the year ending September 2019 were the highest in a decade.

· The board welcomed new Government funding for domestic abuse refuge services.

Decision

Members noted the reports

	


</AI14>

<AI15>

	5 
	Digest of the last meeting held on 23 January 2020

Members agreed the digest from 23 January 2020

	


</AI15>

<TRAILER_SECTION>

Appendix A -Attendance 

	Position/Role
	Councillor
	Authority

	
	
	

	Chair
	Cllr Nick Forbes 
	Newcastle City Council


	Vice-Chairman
	 Cllr Izzi Seccombe OBE
	Warwickshire County Council

	
	Cllr Marianne Overton MBE
	Lincolnshire County Council


	Deputy-chairman
	 
	


	Members
	 Cllr Robert Alden
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Teresa O'Neill OBE
	Bexley Council

	
	Cllr Nigel Ashton
	North Somerset Council

	
	Cllr Kevin Bentley
	Essex County Council

	
	Cllr Morris Bright MBE
	Hertsmere Borough Council

	
	Cllr Peter Fleming OBE
	Sevenoaks District Council

	
	Cllr Peter Golds CBE
	Tower Hamlets Council

	
	Cllr Mark Hawthorne MBE
	Gloucestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Ian Hudspeth
	Oxfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Rory Love OBE
	Kent County Council

	
	Cllr Paul Middlebrough
	Worcestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Colin Noble
	Suffolk County Council

	
	Cllr John Pennington
	Bradford Metropolitan District Council

	
	Cllr David Renard
	Swindon Borough Council

	
	Cllr Michael Wilcox
	Lichfield District Council

	
	Cllr Nick Forbes CBE
	Newcastle upon Tyne City Council

	
	Cllr Judi Billing MBE
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Simon Blackburn
	Blackpool Council

	
	Cllr Anntoinette Bramble
	Hackney London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Muhammed Butt
	Brent Council

	
	Cllr Graham Chapman
	Nottingham City Council

	
	Cllr Clare Coghill
	Waltham Forest London Borough Council

	
	Cllr James Dawson
	Erewash Borough Council

	
	Cllr Georgia Gould
	Camden Council

	
	Cllr Kate Haigh
	Gloucester City Council

	
	Cllr Richard Henry
	Stevenage Borough Council

	
	Cllr Simon Henig CBE
	Durham County Council

	
	Cllr Helen Holland
	Bristol City Council

	
	Cllr Farah Hussain
	Redbridge London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Peter John OBE
	Southwark Council

	
	Cllr Naushabah Khan
	Medway Council

	
	Cllr John Merry CBE
	Salford City Council

	
	Cllr Dhanisha Patel
	Bridgend County Borough Council

	
	Cllr Michael Payne
	Gedling Borough Council

	
	Cllr Sharon Taylor OBE
	Stevenage Borough Council

	
	Cllr Tudor Evans OBE
	Plymouth City Council

	
	Cllr Andrew Western
	Trafford Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Tudor Davies
	

	
	Cllr Alan Connett
	Devon County Council

	
	Cllr Ruth Dombey OBE
	Sutton London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Adele Morris
	Southwark Council

	
	Cllr Gerald Vernon-Jackson CBE
	Portsmouth City Council

	
	Cllr Sue Baxter
	Bromsgrove District Council

	
	Cllr Wayne Davies
	Redcar & Cleveland Borough Council

	
	Cllr Rosemarie Harris
	Powys County Council

	
	Cllr Clive Woodbridge
	Epsom and Ewell Borough Council

	
	Cllr Paul Woodhead
	Cannock Chase District Council


	Apologies
	 Cllr James Jamieson
	Central Bedfordshire Council

	
	Cllr John Fuller OBE
	South Norfolk District Council

	
	Cllr Philip Atkins OBE
	Staffordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Paul Bettison OBE
	Bracknell Forest Borough Council

	
	Cllr Abi Brown
	Stoke-on-Trent City Council

	
	Cllr Nick Chard
	Kent County Council

	
	Cllr Janet Clowes
	Cheshire East Council

	
	Cllr Steve Count
	Cambridgeshire County Council

	
	Cllr Andrew Day
	Warwick District Council

	
	Cllr Geoff Driver CBE
	Lancashire County Council

	
	Cllr John Hart
	Devon County Council

	
	Cllr Teresa Heritage
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr William Nunn
	Breckland Council

	
	Cllr Tim Oliver
	Surrey County Council

	
	Cllr Roger Phillips
	Herefordshire Council

	
	Lord Gary Porter CBE
	South Holland District Council

	
	Cllr Andrew Proctor
	Norfolk County Council

	
	Cllr Byron Rhodes
	Leicestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Linda Robinson
	Wychavon District Council

	
	Cllr Nicholas Rushton
	Leicestershire County Council

	
	Cllr Glen Sanderson JP
	Northumberland Council

	
	Cllr Linda Taylor
	Cornwall Council

	
	Cllr Katrina Wood
	Wycombe District Council

	
	Cllr Tom Beattie
	Corby Borough Council

	
	Cllr Judith Blake CBE
	Leeds City Council

	
	Cllr Doina Cornell
	Stroud District Council

	
	Cllr Amy Cross
	Blackpool Council

	
	Cllr Paulette Hamilton
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Susan Hinchcliffe
	Bradford Metropolitan District Council

	
	Sir Stephen Houghton CBE
	Barnsley Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Brigid Jones
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Sir Richard Leese CBE
	Manchester City Council

	
	Cllr Iain Malcolm
	South Tyneside Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Alice Perry
	Islington Council

	
	Cllr Darren Rodwell
	Barking and Dagenham London Borough Council

	
	Cllr Bryony Rudkin
	Ipswich Borough Council

	
	Cllr Timothy Swift MBE
	Calderdale Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Richard Watts
	Islington Council

	
	Cllr Debbie Wilcox
	Newport City Council

	
	Cllr Howard Sykes MBE
	Oldham Metropolitan Borough Council

	
	Cllr Mark Cory
	Colchester Borough Council

	
	Cllr Liz Green
	Kingston upon Thames Royal Borough Council

	
	Cllr Richard Kemp CBE
	Liverpool City Council

	
	Cllr Heather Kidd
	Shropshire Council

	
	Cllr Bridget Smith
	South Cambridgeshire District Council

	
	Cllr Paul Tilsley CBE
	Birmingham City Council

	
	Cllr Chris White
	Hertfordshire County Council

	
	Cllr Phelim MacCafferty
	Brighton & Hove City Council

	
	Cllr Colin Mann
	Caerphilly County Borough Council

	
	Cllr Sarah Rouse
	Malvern Hills District Council

	
	Cllr Carolyn Rule
	Cornwall Council

	
	Cllr Helen-Ann Smith
	Ashfield District Council
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